
Pierre van Graan 
27 April 1932  to  21 September 2010   
 
 
Pierre was born in Melville Johannesburg on the 27th April 1932.   He matriculated in 1949 at the 
Helpmekaar Boys High School in Johannesburg.   Pierre then went on to study at the University 
of Pretoria and qualified as a dentist in 1957.  He married Miep on 14th December 1957 and it 
was Miep who introduced Pierre to the game of tennis.  This she did at the New Muckleneuk Club 
in Pretoria.  Pierre was the proud father of 4 children, 2 sons and 2 daughters who between them 
gave Pierre 7 grandchildren. 

 
 
Pierre was a Christian in the true sense of the word and went to church every Sunday of his life 
when at home.  A family man - his children came first and nothing was ever too much trouble 
when it came to doing things for the children and family.  His ‘yes’ was his ‘yes’ and his ‘no’ was 
his ‘no’ and he never compromised.  Pierre’s wealth was his four kids, not his money. 
 
He loved working in the garden and spent many hours on his knees creating new beds and 
planting seedlings.  He also had a special talent drawing picture with a pencil, never did he drive 
in a dirty car, kept himself fit by running when he came from a hard days work and thoroughly 
enjoyed a Bolls brandy and coke.  Pierre had a regular Monday night dinner date with Bob 
Wenteler and this is where they had quality time together whilst dining on pizza’s or a good old 
South African braai and wine. 
 
 
He never gave up on anything that he attempted to do and was a very tough competitor on the 
tennis court with a wonderful sense of humour.   
 
Pierre was a member of Eastern Transvaal/Gauteng East from 1976 to 2002.  He served on the 
Gauteng East Executive for many years.  Was also chairman of Avion Park Tennis Club for 20 
years.  A staunch member of the veterans family since inception where he was a very active 
member participating in many tournaments around the country as well as representing Gauteng 
East at inter provincial level.  In 2003 he joined the Eldoraigne Tennis Club in Centurian and 
represented Gauteng North at inter provincial level on many occasions. 
 
Of course the highlight of his tennis career was being selected to represent veterans 
internationally in Perth Australia in 2001. 
 
Pierre will be missed by all who knew and came into contact with him.  May he rest in peace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Danie Brink 
28th November 1927 -  8th September 2010 
 
Daniel van Zyl Brink was born in Vanrhynsdorp in the Northern 
Cape in 1927.   Affectionately called Boet Zyltjie as a child and 
Oom Daantjie as an adult he lived life to the full and with great 
passion.   After graduating from Stellenbosch University with a 
degree in Chemistry, he worked in the laboratories on the 
Copper mines in Zambia.   In the 1960's he bought a farm in 
Rheenedal and ran it as a Dairy farm.   He started playing 

Tennis at age 11.    
 
After a lengthy and painful 
fight against cancer Danie 
finally succumbed passing 
away peacefully in his 
sleep in the early hours of 
Wednesday 8th September 
2010.    
  
Danie at 83, even though 
very ill, was still very active 
on the tennis courts in 
South Africa.  Tennis was 

an absolute passion which he played to the best of his ability.  
A great sportsman on and off the court he was liked by all who came in contact with him.  He was 
a member of the veterans family of tennis since its inception in the late 1980’s.  Danie played 
many inter provincial tournaments representing his province, South Western Districts. 
 
He also represented South African Veterans internationally from 1993 when SA Vets first sent 
representative teams to participate in the ITF Veterans Team Competitions.  He captained the SA 
team  many times and was unavailable on only two occasions, 1996 and again in 2007.  Danie 
also participated every year in the ITF Individual World Championships where he performed with 
grace and dignity. 
 
The highlight of having Danie around at any tournament, be it after a hard days tennis or sitting 
around in some airport waiting to board a plane, was his constant companion, the guitar.  He 
absolutely thrived on playing the guitar and getting everybody involved in the singing of his songs.  
He even went as far as writing the odd one – all about tennis of course.  
 
He was honoured by the department of Sport and Culture of the Western Province for his 
outstanding achievements and contribution 
to Tennis on the 15 December 2008. 
 
Danie was a truly great veteran member and 
he will be sorely missed by all who knew him 
– young and old.  We will miss the happy 
smile and the warm greetings, not to mention 
the odd joke. 
 
 
He leaves behind his wife, Alice; son, Andrè 
and daughters, Jean, Beth, Ethne and Diane. 
 



Karl Ritschewald  
Born 1st February 1939 - Died 4th July 
2010  
 
South African Veterans, WP Tennis, the 
Milnerton Tennis Club, family and friends 
mourn the death of Karl Ritschewald who 
died on 4th July 2010. Karl will be 
remembered as a tough competitor 
wherever he played. Although for now 
there is a shadow over the Milnerton 
Tennis courts, Karl's memory will live on 
forever.  
 
Karl was born on the 1st February 1939 
in Kattowice, Germany into a family of Hoteliers. He grew up in West Berlin where he developed 
an interest in swimming and became Berlin Champion at the age of fifteen. Karl left Berlin as a 
young man of eighteen to further his education as a confectioner/patissier and hotelier. He 
worked in many countries before finally settling in South Africa in 1964. Karl got married quite late 
in life at the age of 36 in Cape Town in 1975.  
Karl's love of tennis developed late in life at the "ripe" old age of twenty-eight. He received his first 
lessons from a French coach called Marchand who was coaching tennis at UCT in Cape Town. 
Thereafter Karl joined Mowbray Lawn Tennis Club and was their no 2 player. When Mowbray 
amalgamated and became Mowbray/Techs in Claremont, Karl moved across and played there. 
There was a brief membership at the Sea Point Tennis Club around 1980 - 81. In 1982 Karl 
joined Milnerton Tennis Club where he remained a member until his death. 
 
When Karl sold his hotel in 1998, tennis became more of a passion as he now had more free time 
to travel to tournaments. He was a very active member of the WP Veterans Association and was 
the number one player in the 70 age group. A respected and fiercely competitive opponent, he 
realised the ultimate dream when he represented South Africa in the Super Seniors Team Event 
and Individual World Championships in Perth, Australia in Nov 2009.  
Karl won many singles and double tournament and league matches and off the court, served on 
the committee at Milnerton Tennis Club as Chairman and Men's Captain and he played an active 
part in promoting tennis. His memory will live on in the players he was able to inspire with his 
unique brand of youthful enthusiasm and energy. 
 
Karl is survived by his wife Carol, children Nadya and Klaus.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sheila Stewart  
Born 30 January 1954 - Died 09 June 2010  
 

South African Veterans, the Westville Tennis Club and 
the community mourns the death of Sheila Stewart 
who died on 9th June 2010. There is a shadow over 
the courts in Westville and KwaZulu-Natal as Sheila 
lived, breathed and slept tennis.  
 
Her love of the game developed as a youngster, 
particularly at Pietermaritzburg Girls High School, 
where she won the Smythe Trophy, a Natal schools 
doubles competition on numerous occasions, twice 
with her sister Beryl.  
 
Sheila was born in Pietermaritzburg where she lived 

for 22 years. At school level she played Natal U18 tennis and Natal schools netball and, in the 
early 70's represented Northern Natal at the SA inter provincial table tennis champs.  
 
Tennis always remained her passion and while living in Empangeni in the mid-80's she started 
her coaching career, something she was still doing up until her death. She enjoyed nothing better 
than encouraging youngsters to play the game, 
patiently showing them how to hit the ball, spurring 
them on to keep trying, organising tournaments for 
them and spending hours on court ensuring their 
enthusiasm was never dampened.  
 
As a player, she was a respected opponent, playing for 
the Natal veterans 'A' team and in the first SA 
Veterans' Inter Provincial, more than 20 years ago. 
She was a member of the winning KZN vets team on 
many occasions and realised her lifelong dream of 
representing South Africa in the veterans category 
overseas, playing in Mallorca (Spain) and Mexico City 
in the last two years, captaining the side in Mexico. On these two occasions she played in the 
world championships, her best result reaching the last eight in singles and doubles.  
 
She won the SA doubles title with local player Pumla Xotyeni and off the court, served on 
numerous committees, including Westville Tennis Club for more than 15 years and the KZN 
Veterans.  
 
She is survived by her husband Rae, children Louanne and Shaun, grandchildren Sascha and 
Ethan, her parents Lionel and Joyce Holder and sister, Beryl. "She was a gracious lady, without 
an enemy in the world. Everybody adored her and her legacy is the hundreds of children playing 
tennis, thanks to her passion for the game" said Beryl.  
 
 
 
 



BARRY WRATTEN  
1942 – 2009  
 
Barry was born in Durban on 29 November 1942; the 
eldest son of Reg and Yvonne Wratten. He started off 
playing tennis with the help of his father and was later 
coached by Daimer Millett. During his three years at 
C.B.C. Boksburg, he played for 2 years in the tennis 
team and then at Brakpan High a further 2 years. He 
also played cricket, hockey and was awarded colours 
for swimming and athletics. He was to become the 
perfect all-rounder and achieved everything he set out 
to do. Highly independent, his entrepreneurial flair 
started at a young age and he had several businesses 
going during his early years – from selling newspapers 
to collecting glass. He bought his own bicycle at 10 
and his first car at 17. 
 
His passion was tennis and in standard 6 he won the 
doubles championship with his father at Dalview tennis 
club. Following in the footsteps of his Dad, he quickly progressed to become the singles 
champion and retained the title for many years. To this day their photographs adorn the tennis 
club walls. His late nephew Julian, coached by his uncle, then also became the singles champion 
for some years. 
 
At the age of 19 Barry married Diane in 1964. They have a son, Chad (also a talented tennis 
player). Following a long career in Publishing he started a sports shop in Alberton – specialising 
in tennis gear, of course! Barry and Marcelle got married in 1987 and they played many 
tournaments together. He also coached Jill who was like a daughter to him. 
 
Barry won many titles over the years and represented his country in France and Florida (USA). 
He was chairman of many tennis committees and president of Gauteng East Tennis Assoc. His 
greatest gift to the game was what he gave back and that was coaching. He was loved by all he 
coached, young and old. He gave completely of himself and would help anyone at anytime. 
 
In 2007 he developed a melanoma which was monitored, but by March 2009 it had spread. It was 
an aggressive cancer and on the 21 July 2009 it got the better of him. 
 
Barry, you will always be loved, missed and remembered by us all: Chad, Jill, Marcelle, Gerald, 
Malie, Glynnis, Albie, Daphne and Bill . 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ronald Godfrey Millar Guiney  
31 October 1924 - 12 January 2010  

 
 
Brothers Haxton and Ronnie Guiney 
31 October 1924 saw the birth of Ronnie Guiney in the town of Zastron in the Free State. This is 
where Ronnie spent most of his childhood. He started playing tennis at an early age and was 
winning many school tournaments in the under 10, 12 and 14 age categories. He won his first 
tournament when he was 10 years old. 
He became a boarder at St Andrews School in Bloemfontein in 1937 where he matriculated in 
1943. 
Ronnie joined the army and did service in North Africa and Italy. After the war (second world war) 
he returned to Bloemfontein where he resided for many years. He regularly played for Free State 
with the likes of Marge McClear, Sandra Reynolds and Jackie du Toit. He lived in England for a 
period of time and also played at Wimbledon which is a feat on its own. On his return to South 
Africa he took up residence in Johannesburg. It was here that he became a member of veterans 
tennis where he was pretty active for many years and won many doubles titles. He twice 
captained international teams - once to America and then in Cape Town. 
Ronnie passed away on 12 January 2010 at the age of 85. He donated his body to Medical 
Science.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Twinx Rogers  
27 January 1924 - 26 September 2009  
 
Twinx grew up on a farm in the Harding area where 
she received home schooling and a story that she 
often related to Walter Gilson was that if the weather 
was good her father would pop his head through the 
window and suggest a game of tennis. There was 
never any argument about that and no more school 
work was done that day - and so began a wonderful 
lifetime of playing the game she loved so much.  
 
Twinx was a perky, petite, beautiful young girl who 
became the darling of Southern Counties tennis. She 
was very competitive and had the ability to bring out 
the best in her partners and the worst in her 
opponents. She dominated Southern Counties tennis 
before moving to Durban.  
 
Twinx joined the family of veterans at the outset and 
played and won many tournaments. She represented 
Kwazulu-Natal every year at inter provincial level and 
was a great Natal supporter always interested in 
everyone else's results.  
 
She represented South African Veterans internationally for many years. In 1996 playing in Austria 
Twinx reached the 70+ singles and doubles semi finals. Then in 1997 in Australia became the 
first South African to win a singles title. This she did in the 75+ age group and the veterans family 
were very proud of her.  
 
Stan Oliver summed up her character and tennis ability superbly:  
 
T - a talented tyrant of a tennis player 
W - a winner - always giving 100% for herself and team 
I - an individual always respected by all 
N - naughty … no Natty …. Always neat as a pin both on and off the court 
X - Xanadu - a place of perfection where I'm sure she now is. 
 
Tributes from her friends and team mates: 
"An amazing lady who played at the highest level in World Veterans Tennis" said Walter Gilson.  
 
Denise Bruce: Twinx would always offer good and sound advice after the game and when asked 
where a match had gone wrong she would reply - "IT'S ALL IN THE MIND MY DEAR".  
 
Jackie Zylstra: "A great tactician with a great knowledge of the game".  
 
"She was a 'goer' who never gave up" said Hazel Tomlinson.  
 
Peter Harris who affectionately called her 'Twinkle Toes': "We will not forget you for when we go 
out and look up into the night sky we will see a new star shining down brightly on us, and we will 
say - Twinkle, Twinkle Our Tennis Star".  
During the latter part of her life Twinx was plagued with injuries and had to give up the game she 
so loved, but never forgot to pop around to the tournaments and meet up with and chat to old 
acquaintances. Twinx's love of life and her passion for the game of tennis will long be 
remembered by all the veterans that were privileged to have known and played with her. May she 
rest in peace.  



Louis de Villiers Ma rais   
26/01/1950 - 26/04/2008 
 

Louis is op 26 Januarie 
1950 in Kaapstad gebore. 
Hy het grootgeword in 
Bellville saam met sy broer 
en twee susters. Hy het sy 
skoolloopbaan in Bellville-
Noord Laerskool begin en 
het in 1967 aan die 
Hoërskool Bellville gematrikuleer. Hy het op 
Stellenbosch Universiteit studeer en later sy studies 
voltooi aan die Kaapse Technikon waar hy homself as 
hoogspanning elektriese ingenieur gekwalifiseer het. In 

1975 het hy sy loopbaan by Transnet begin. In 1977 is hy met Elsa Smith getroud en hulle het 
twee dogters, Elsabé en Marlien.  
Louis was nog altyd lief vir sport (hy het rugby gespeel tot op die ouderdom van 28 jaar en hy 
was ook 'n kranige gholfspeler), maar sy groot liefde was altyd tennis. Beide sy ouers was 
tennisspelers en Saterdae was tennisdag in die Marais-huishoudig en dit is hoe dit ook was met 
sy eie gesin. Vriende en familie het al geweet dat as jy vir Louis nooi vir 'n braai op 'n Saterdag 
dan moet dit na tennis gebeur!  
Louis is in 1990 na Gauteng verplaas waar hy in Elandsfontein gewerk het. Hy het hom en sy 
gesin in Kempton Park gevestig en by Kempton Park Tennisklub aangesluit. Hy was altyd baie 
lojaal teenoor die klubs waar hy 'n lid was en hy was altyd baie betrokke by die klubs (Bellville, 
Chrismar (ook in Bellville), Kempton Park en Atlasville). Hy was vir 'n paar jaar ook voorsitter van 
Kempton Park Tennisklub. Hy het die laaste paar jaar by Atlasville Tennisklub gespeel. Hy was 
ook tot met sy afsterwe betrokke met die Oos Gauteng Vets as voorsitter. 
Hy was ook 'n tennisinstrukteur - hy was so lief vir die sport dat hy dit met soveel mense wou deel 
wat hy kon. Dit was vir hom so lekker as mense die sport saam met hom geniet het en saam met 
hom entoesiasties was daaroor. Louis was 'n baie standvastige tennisspeler en 'n intelligente 
opponent - dit het altyd sy dogters so frustreer dat hy so goed hul volgende stap kon antisipeer! 
Sy leuse was, kry die bal oor die net, sorg dat jou eerste dien in is en as jy die kans kry, maak die 
bal dood.  
Louis en Bob Wenteler het 'n vaste afspraak gehad om Woesdae aande tennis te speel - dit is op 
een van dié aande wat Louis sy rug beseer het en na vele toetse en ondersoeke is veelvuldige 
miëloom (beenmurgkanker) by hom gediagnoseer in Oktober 2003. Net voor die diagnose het hy 
nog in die Interprovinsiale Vets toernooi in Oudsthoorn gespeel.  
Hy het nie eenkeer teneergedruk geraak oor die siekte of die behandelings nie en hy het 
aangegaan met sy werk en met sy tennis. Louis het verskeie chemobehandelings gehad en ook 
twee stamseloorplantings gekry in die vier en 'n half jaar wat hy die siekte gehad het - nie een 
van hierdie behandelings het hom onder gekry nie. Hy het net eenvoudig aangegaan met sy 
lewe. Na sy behandelings sou hy teruggaan werk toe of 'n tennisvergadering bywoon in Benoni 
vir die Oos-Gauteng Vets. Hy het tot van die toernooie uit die hospitaal gereël.  
Dit het baie goed gegaan met hom - hy het altyd gegrap dat hy nie weet dat hy siek is nie maar 
dat die dokters so sê! In April 2007 het die siekte weer ten volle begin. Hy het sy tweede 
stamseloorplanting in Oktober 2007 gekry, na sy oudste dogter se troue. Hy het die dokters 
verbaas met sy goeie en vinnige herstel en het sommer dadelik weer begin met sy sosiale tennis. 
Ongelukkig het die kanker in Maart 2008 oorgeneem en kon hy nie weer herstel nie. Hy het nooit 
moed opgegee nie en ons is baie dankbaar dat hy nooit regtig baie siek was of swaar moes kry in 
sy siekte nie. Hy het op 26 April 2008 gesterf, met sy familie by hom. 
Elsa, Elsabé, Christiaan, Marlien en die familie wil graag al die vriende bedank vir julle 
ondersteuning gedurende Louis se siekte en ook tydens sy afsterwe. In die 4 maande na sy dood 
leer ons aanpas maar ons mis hom steeds verskriklik baie. Ons en almal wat Louis geken het 
onthou hom vir sy veggees, deursettings-vermoë, lojaliteit en positiewe uitkyk op die lewe.  
 



 
 
Wynand Wentzel  
Born 21 August 1946 - Died 22 June 2008 
 
Our beloved Wynand passed away very unexpectedly 
on Sunday 22 June 2008 . It happened in one of his 
most favourite places - the sea, on his body board. He 
did not suffer and for that we are grateful.  
 
Wynand was born in Boksburg on the 21 August 1946. 
He went to school at Voortrekker High. Studied as a 
teacher at Goudstad Teachers Training College where 
he did a 4 year course and majored in Sports 
management and Geography. He excelled in sport: 
champion springboard diver, 1st team tennis and was 
chosen for the Elite SA Gymnastic Team to compete 
overseas.  
 
I met Wynand on the tennis court at varsity. I was in my 1st year and he was in his final year. I 
lost my first tennis match 11-0 , Wynand watched me and when I came off the court totally 
shattered and disgusted with myself, he said not to worry he will beat his opponent 11-0 and that 
is exactly what he did! That is where our life together started. We moved to Natal in 1971 and 
taught at Stanger High School. We had a daughter Jacoline.  
 
Wynand left teaching and joined Old Mutual in 1982. After a couple of years, he became Old 
Mutual Manager in Ballito, but later started his own Independent Brokerage. He was the most 
honest, loveable, supportive and decent man. He never judged people, got on with any age group 
and was the most wonderful husband to me and father to Jacoline..He loved us unconditionally 
and we were a very close family unit. We miss him so much and the gap he has left in our lives is 
just so huge!  
 
Jacoline and I would like to take the opportunity to thank Lorna for her kindness and the special 
message that she sent and that was read at the memorial service. A special thanks to all the 
people from all over the country for the e-mails, cards and telephone calls, very much 
appreciated.  
 
Jacoline and I have the most wonderful memories of Wynand, that will be our strength and 
support in the years to come 
and will be treasured in our 
hearts forever.  
 
God Bless. 
Veronica and Jacoline 
Wentzel  
 
 
 
 

Wynand and his KZN inter 
pro team in Stellenbosch 

April 2004 
 

 
 



HULDEBLYK - JEAN LOUIS MARAIS  
 
"JL" is gebore 16 Desember 1944 in Port Elizabeth, waar hy tot 
op vyfjarige ouderdom geleef, gegroei en gespeel het. Op hierdie 
stadium het die gesin verhuis na die vlakte in die Wes-Kaap, 
vandaar sy fanatiese WP ondersteuning. Hy was tweede oudste 
van die gesin van vier seuns.  
 
Hy is met Marietta Visser getroud in 1970 in Durbanville, 
Kaapstad. "JL" en Marietta was gelukkig getroud vir 37 jaar, en 
lank woonagtig in die Boland. Hulle was geseën met twee dogters 
en 'n seun waarop "JL" baie trots was en waarmee hulle baie 
ervarings gedeel het. Hy was 'n gesinsman, lief vir musiek, 
vriende, sport en BRAAIVLEIS. "JL" se blymoedigheid, 
geselligheid, verantwoordelikheidsin en sterk geloof in sy 
godsdiens sal deur die wat hom goed geken het, gekoester en 
onthou word.  
 
Alhoewel sy lewe nie net uit maanskyn en rose bestaan het nie, 
het hy sy lewe met soveel blymoedigheid en menseliefde geleef, 
dat dit vir homself en almal om hom die moeite werd was om te 

leef.  
 
As tennisspeler tot op sy laaste dae van soveel jaar, was hy 'n waardige en 'n positiewe 
intelligente opponent. Sy motto was "speel vorentoe" plaas die druk vorentoe op jou teenstander. 
Hierdie houding het ook baie op ander gebiede van sy leefwyse voorgekom, selfs in sy humor het 
sy kompeterende aard dikwels kop uitgesteek.  
 
Dit was met groot hartseer dat ons sy lyding met kanker moes aanskou. Tog kon mens nie 
anders as om met bewondering van hom afskeid te neem omdat hy tot die dood toe die ware "JL" 
gebly het.        
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Alan Michael Lowe  
Born 11 March 1969 : Died 04 October 2006 
 
Alan Lowe joined the Fairlands Tennis Club as 
the resident coach in 1998. 
He also had a coaching clinic in Soweto which 
he ran on a weekly basis. 
He took many of his up and coming players 
overseas to the French Open and to 
Wimbledon. This he did by raising funds or at 
his own expense. 
He coached players from all over the country. 
Some parents even moved up to Gauteng to 
have their children coached by Alan. Alan 
coached James Munro from an under 12 
player to the time of his death. In that year 
James, then under 16, went overseas to play 
in the junior tournament at Roland Garros. 
 
Besides being a good tennis player Alan was 
an excellent golfer. In 2006 he won the double 
becoming the Fairland men's singles 
champion as well as the doubles champion 
where he was partnered by Richard Johnson.  
 
Alan joined the veterans organization in the 
same year, 2006, and represented Gauteng 
Central in the 35+ "A" Cup in East London. 
This was one of the highlights of his year and 
he enjoyed it tremendously Sadly it was not 
known at the time of his awful turmoil with 
Bipolar disease.  
 
Alan was a caring person and always went out 
of his way to help others. He Alan's tall, proud stature and presence IS SADLY MISSED. May he 
 rest in peace.  
 
WE WILL NOT FORGET THAT -  
You came coached the ladies at Fairland Club just before league, or when he thought he could 
help improve their game. 
He was generous with his talent, donations to the club and ideas. He was a willing and loyal 
member and inspired everyone who came into contact with him. 
He was an excellent dad, had certain days put aside which he spent with his boys and taught 
them good values. 
to us as a young man with a lot of inspiration and ideas … 
You always thought of others, and helped them where you could … 
You considered the "old ladies", on Wednesdays …  
You loved your job, and inspired your pupils …  
You saw opportunities and grabbed life with both hands …  
You loved your family, you were so proud of your boys and shared them with us…  
And... That you were once OUR champion … 
 
We will not forget you Alan.  
 
 
 



Jim Mc Ma nus  
Born 07 August 1952 - Died 24 December 2006 
 
Jim, affectionately known by all as Jimbo, was born on 
the 07 August 1952, in Young (Cherry Capital of 
N.S.W.) Australia. 
He went to Christian Brothers College in Young and 
moved to Sydney after leaving school where he 
worked for about 4 years before travelling the world. 
He travelled/worked for about 10 years (visiting about 
40 countries).  
Jim and Inri met while on a skiing trip in Austria in 
March 1984 - he was working there in the Londoner 
pub at the time. They knew each other for 3 days. 

They met up 
in London 
again in September 1984 and in October 1984 Jim 
decided to join Inri in South Africa where they were 
married on the 30 November 1985 and settled down 
for a life together in Durban. Jim joined Sanlam and 
later became an independent insurance broker.  
 
Jimbo was in institution in Durban's tennis fraternity - 
he arrived here in October 1984 fresh from his world 
travels and joined Berea where he made his mark as 
an extremely keen & competitive player, and most 
significantly, the life and soul of Berea Tennis Club. He 
represented the Berea in the local leagues for years 
throughout his time at Berea and even after he 
relocated to Cape Town remained a loyal country 
member of the club. Everybody that plays tennis in 
Durban knew Jim - his personality, Aussie humour, 
and zest for social interaction both on and off the court 
was legendary. Jim served on the Berea Committee for 
several years and led the club as President in 1999 

and 2000 - his contribution to Berea and the betterment of tennis in Durban in general must be 
acknowledged by all those that had the pleasure of encountering his antics on court and his 
special inter-personal talents over a few beers after the game had finished. What was most 
special about Jimbo is that he had no enemies, only friends - he had the knack of making his 
partner and the opposition feel at home and ready to engage in heavy battle and enjoy the game 
and celebration of victory or defeat in the most pleasant 
 yet raucus way. He will be sorely missed at Berea as well as at many other clubs in KZN and he 
will be remembered as a "once in a lifetime" experience by all who stood next to him on court, on 
the other side of the net, or along side him at the many bar counters where one would really get 
to know the extraordinary special person that he was.  
 
Four years ago Jim and Inri bought a Guest House in Newlands called Riversong Guest House 
and moved to Cape Town.  
 
They have 2 children of their own - Jamie 15 and Keelan 13. 
They also have a fostered daughter Gugu Ndwalane. Jim and 
Inri fostered her when she was 5 and she has just turned 21 
and is a 3rd year Hotel Management student.  
 
Although both boys play tennis they are more keen on 
badminton. Both Jimbo and I played badminton off and on 



during our married life.  
The boys play for Western Province and have done so well this year. "I only wish Jimbo could 
have been here to see their achievements" writes Inri. After Jimbo died badminton became their 
physical and emotional outlet. Jamie made the U17A Western Province team and is team 
Captain. His goal was to make the U19A team and get his Western Province blazer which he 
achieved. His team also won the South African U19 tournament this year. Keelan made the U15A 
and U17A team and was chosen to play for South Africa in December in the U15 All Africa 
Games. The U15 Western Province team also won the SA tournament this year. 

"Jimbo would have been so proud of his boys". 
 
Jim died on 24 December 2006 of cancer. He did not even 
know he had cancer until 3 days before he died. He played 
tennis at Berea Tennis Club the Saturday before he died. Jimbo 
loved his tennis and played tennis nearly every 2nd day. He 
loved spending time at Berea Tennis club in Durban (his 2nd 
home) and when we moved to Cape Town Claremont Tennis 
club. He made so many good friends playing tennis and really 
enjoyed playing tennis at Twing's house with his special mates 
in the shadow of the mountain during the late afternoons 
ending off with a couple of beers.  
 
Inri writes - "It is 8 months now since Jimbo died and we as a 

family have learnt to live without him but there is not a minute that goes by that we do not think of 
him and we miss that wonderful energetic Aussie presence so much. The jokes, the Aussie 
sayings, the singing, the whistling and even the 'farting' and the 'burping'.  
 
Jimbo's wonderful personality and love of life will be missed by all the veteran tennis players that 
he came in contact with. To Inri, Jamie, Keelan and Gugu our heartfelt condolences. May Jimbo 
rest in peace. He surely will not be forgotten.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Saag Jonker  
Born 05/01/1940 - Died 17/01/2006 
 

James, George (better know as Saag) 
Jonker was born on 5 January 1940 on 
the farm Elandsrivier in the George 
district near Oudtshoorn.  
 
His school career began in Robertson 
and he matriculated from “Die Hoër 
Handelskool” in Oudtshoorn. After 
completing his matric in December ’57, 
he was appointed to the Personnel 
Department of the S.A.R. & H. in Port 
Elizabeth. In 1971 he was transferred to 
Johannesburg where he continued his 
career and held various senior positions 

in the Personnel and Manpower Departments.  
 
In 1989 he was seconded to serve on a commission 
which investigated the viability of the separation of Metro 
Rail from the S.A.R. & H. For this purpose he went on 
several overseas trips and on 1 March 1990 the South 
African Rail Commuter Corporation (S.A.R.C.C.) was 
founded.  
 
Saag held the position of General Manager (Personnel 
and Manpower) of the S.A.R.C.C. He was responsible 
for the compilation of various policies as well as a medical and pension fund for the members of 
the corporation.  
 
 
After retiring in 1999 the S.A.R.C.C. appointed him as consultant with special tasks. He also 
ventured on new paths and was the proud co-owner of 2 Vodashops in the Fourways Mall and 
was actively involved in building projects with his youngest son, Francois.  
 
During Saag’s years in Port Elizabeth he played rugby for the Swifts Rugby Club. He also 
represented the Eastern Province as flank for several years. In his later years he played club and 
provincial tennis for Eastern Gauteng Vets. He was requested to captain an interpro team in 
2004.  
 
In January 2005, Saag was diagnosed with abdominal cancer and after a very brave fight and a 
very positive attitude throughout, he sadly passed away on 17 January 2006.  
 
Saag will be remembered by his family, friends and colleagues for his fighting spirit, perseverance 
and positive attitude towards life.  
 
Anne-Marie, children and grand children would like to thank all the veteran friends for their 
continued support and love during the difficult time of Saag’s illness and on his passing away on 
17 January 2006.  
 
 
 
 



Peter de Kock  
Born 06/06/1919 : Died 22/11/2005 
 
Extracts from a Eulogy written by Myles Connor. Peter 
was Myles’s uncle and Godfather.  
 
Peter was commissioned as a Lieutenant in the army 
in August 1939 – coinciding with the outbreak of WWll. 
He rapidly rose through the ranks and spent time in 
Madagascar, Egypt and Italy and received numerous 
medals and decorations; he eventually attained the 
rank of Brigadier-General. Pete’s interest in all things 
military was manifest in the books he read on military 
history, the pictures on the walls of his and Lorna’s 
home, and in his love for music. “I remember spending 
week-ends at 840 Government Avenue and waking up 
on a Saturday or Sunday morning to a good military 
march booming out of the enormous Hi-Fi speakers 
which shook the wooden floors” said Myles.  
 
In January 1971 he was appointed as Military, Air and 
Naval Attache to Rome. It was here that Peter and 
Lorna excelled themselves. Peter clearly loved the 
experience and developed lasting relationships in Italy. 
He was a natural diplomat.  
 
Peter loved entertaining. He so obviously enjoyed 
having groups of people around to a lavish dinner or 
lunch with his best wine, a fine table and his beloved 
Lorna’s food which he so adored. “Over the last few 
days of reminiscing I have reached the conclusion that 
these functions indeed express much of his life: Peter 
was distinguished by never ostentatious” said Myles.  
 
Peter was a keen sportsman and here too was not 
satisfied with being average. He went to gym for many 
years and was a superb tennis player. Despite retiring 
on medical grounds and following cardiac surgery he 
went on to play local and international tennis and represented South African Veterans in Spain in 
March 1999 and in Cape Town in March 2000.  
 
“I tried to recall” said Myles “if I had ever heard Peter shout or raise his voice. Never. Not even in 
traffic. He was always the perfect gentleman, able to handle any situation with discussion or with 
his keen sense of humour and infectious laugh”.  
 
Peter was an outstanding soldier, diplomat and sportsman and the perfect gentleman.  
 
Bob Wenteler and the SAVTA executive, together with the many veterans that had the privilege of 
knowing Peter, want you to know that our thoughts and prayers are with you all. May Peter rest in 
peace.  



        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Corrie Fourie 
21/12/1925 – 18/04/2005 
 
Corrie unexpectedly passed away on 18 April 2005.  
 
Willem was married to Corrie for nearly 53 years. She 
was an ardent supporter of veterans tennis going all 
over the country with Willem and may I say giving the 
odd bit of advice from the outside. There was never a 
match played by Willem that Corrie did not watch and 
always told her many friends that she was Willem’s 
coach. We have to admit here that she did a pretty 
good job.  
 
What many tennis players probably do not know is that 
Corrie was a natural tennis player and enjoyed the game very much but 20 years ago was forced 
to have a second hip replacement and was then compelled to give up the game. She however 
never lost interest in tennis and attended many provincial, inter provincial and national 
tournaments. Corrie also accompanied Willem to Austria in 2002.  
 
“I will miss her a lot” said Willem.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Paul Sephton  
May 1926 - August 2005 
 

The death of Paul Sephton was met with sadness all 
over the Border and especially in the Drakensberg 
District Association where he lived on his farm, 
Pitlochrie, near Barkly East.  
 
Not only was he the top Border player in his age group 
in veterans' tennis, but he also won the 70+ South 
African title. In 1996 he was selected to represent the 
65+ SA side at the ITF World Team Tournament and 
World Championships in Austria.  
 
He attended Dale College where he excelled at 
swimming. His tennis improved only on his return from 

the air force and this was to become his first sporting love.  
 
Paul and his wife, the former Jannis Trigger of Bloemfontein, would have celebrated their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary in December. All their children - Brian, Simon, Jonathan, Tim and Sarah - 
have been successful in their chosen careers.  
 
Paul's enthusiasm and keen intellect made him knowledgeable in the fields of botany, astronomy 
and the sciences. He was honoured by having an indigenous plant named after him. The only 
thing he couldn't work was a cell phone! Paul was also the founder of skiing in the Eastern Cape.  
 
His engineering skills came to the fore when an expert 
told Paul that a stone bridge could not be built across 
the Pitlochrie stream with the resources available to 
him. Paul went ahead and within a few months 
produced one of the most photographed bridges in 
SA.  
 
In a tribute which appeared in the Barkly East 
Reporter, Bob Viedge wrote:  
 
"The greatest gift he had was the ability to bring out the 
best in everyone, whether it was encouraging you to 
overcome shyness, or to steer conversation onto topics he knew you would be comfortable with 
or even placing his tennis shot in the exact spot where he knew his weaker opponent would be 
able to play a good-looking return."  
 
In the words of John O'Donohue, he was 
Compassionate of heart, 
Gentle in word, 
Gracious in awareness, 
Courageous in thought, 
Generous in love. 
 
The tennis fraternity has lost a great man. To his wife, children and the whole Sephton family we 
extend our deepest sympathy. He was a role model to all. Border - and indeed, South Africa - 
salutes him.  
 
 
 
 



Miro Makanec  
29/11/1943 - 16/04/2005 
 

Miro Makanec was born in 1943 in the middle of the 
war years in Europe. His childhood was marked by the 
very early loss of his father and the very poor situation 
in post-war Europe.  
Although the family was very poor, he managed his 
way through school and finally graduated as an 
electrical engineer at the University of Zagreb, Croatia. 
The economical situation in his homeland was still very 
difficult and in search for a better future he left for 
Germany where he lived and worked for a few years.  
By that time he had already met Nina and they married 
in 1976. In the same year they left for a sunny and 
prosperous South Africa and settled first in Pretoria. 
Their fortune came a few years later in the form of their 
beloved daughters, Tanja in 1984 and Michelle and 
Natalie in 1986.  
 
It was in South Africa that Miro discovered his love for 
tennis. He joined the Berea Tennis Club in Pretoria 

with his wife Nina and spent many weekends playing tennis. He then became a member of the 
Swiss Club in Midrand where we as the whole family would spend our weekends. My sisters and I 
were introduced to tennis at an early age and I can still remember when I received my first tennis 
racket as an Easter present. I immediately gave it too my dad thinking that it was for him, but he 
pointed out that it was quite small and that it must be me. My sisters took a liking to the game and 
were very active in tennis during their high school years. They were part of the Central Gauteng 
Tennis Squad and even got a bursary for tennis from Crawford College.  
 
Apart from club tennis my dad also played for the Northern Gauteng Tennis Squad a number of 
times. He was an active participant of South African Veteran's Tennis and always competed in 
ranking tournaments. After losing in the semi-finals of the Nationals in 2003 he was eager to 
make a comeback in the following year. Unfortunately the following year he was diagnosed with 
cancer and had to immediately start chemotherapy treatment. He had to cancel his aeroplane 
ticket and was not able to take part in the tournament.  
 
At the end of last year he thought that he had overcome the cancer and that he was all clear. He 
was very excited about the tournament in January. Unfortunately it did not work out for him. Later 
when he was explaining to us what happened that day he described to us in detail how he was 
doing so well: … then an angled shot came, he ran so fast (he didn't even know how he caught 
up with the ball), he took back his racket and swung at the ball so hard and was able to place it 
perfectly … and he found himself on the floor in such excruciating pain. It was so painful that he 
could have wanted to die there and then.  
 
After being taken to the hospital he drove himself home, got dressed and asked me if he looked 
fine. I told him he looked a bit pale and he went to give a little boy an extra maths lesson. He told 
me nothing of what had happened that day. I only found out later that evening when he came 
home  
 
Miro never admitted the seriousness of his illness. He took the issue very lightly and even fooled 
us into thinking that everything was going to be OK. He continued playing tennis even when he 
was too sick to play and that was probably one of the hardest things for him to accept. He thought 
that if he could stay fit he would be able to get through anything … and it did get him through a 
lot. He continued working until just before he went into hospital and even insisted in getting up to 
wash his teeth until he couldn't even do that anymore. Miro always put up a very strong fight on 



the tennis court, but this cannot be compared to how hard he fought against this disease. 
Unfortunately the battle was lost.  
 
In the spirit of my dad and his love for tennis I want to say keep on playing and keep the game 
alive. Live all the excitement and the enjoyment that the game has to offer just as my dad did 
from the day he started playing tennis.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pat Kahts 
17.03.1933 to 01.11.2004 
 
Kenneth Patrick, known to all as Pat, was born in Boksburg on 
17 March 1933. Pat was educated in Belfast, Eastern 
Transvaal, where he earned school colours in rugby, athletics 
and tennis.  
 
Pat joined the family of veteran tennis players in 1997 and he 
spent many years making new friends, meeting up with old 
friends and generally enjoying what tennis had to offer. He was 
a member of the Free State province for whom he played many 
an Inter Provincial. Pat also made the short list for international 
selection, which he turned down, preferring to play the local 
circuit.  
 
For many years Pat fought off rectum cancer, but succumbed in 
the end and died peacefully on 01 November 2004.  
 
May you rest in peace.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Trevor Alan Anderson  
3rd August 1942 to 14th November 2004 
 

Trevor was born in Molteno and was the youngest of three 
children. He spent his primary school years at the Molteno 
Primary School before moving on to Queens College where he 
matriculated in 1959. 
 
Trevor continued his education at Rhodes University in 
Grahamstown where in 
�   1965 he received a BA degree majoring in History and 
English 
�   1965 - University Education Diploma (U.E.D.) 
�   1975 - Bachelor of Education (with distinction) 
�   1988 - UNISA - Master of Education  
 
Trevor's teaching career -  
�   Queens College in Queenstown. 
�   Accepted a promotion to Umtata High School. 
�   Took another promotion as Vice Principal to Templeton High 

School in Bedford. 
�   Accepted a promotion as Housemaster of Milton House at Potch Boys High. 
�   In 1981 transferred to the Pretoria College of Education where he stayed until the Education 
Department closed the College 1992. 
�   In 1993 accepted the position of Head of Department (Humanities) at St. Alban's College in 
Pretoria. 
 
Throughout his teaching career Trevor taught History and he taught tennis - and probably a host 
of other things about which we know nothing - "but" said Father David Swanepoel "my impression 
of him was that while the history and the tennis were important, they were nowhere nearly as 
important as the young people to whom they were taught. Always, for Trevor, the person 
mattered supremely".  
David Swanepoel goes on to say - "That basic 'gut reaction' of mine was endorsed when I took 
the liberty of asking some of his former students and a former colleague of his to give me a 
succinct picture of Trevor as they recognized him. 
 
One student wrote, 'The first thing that springs to mind about Trevor Anderson's history class was 
his unfaltering dedication to his students, even the laziest and most undeserving of us'. One to 
whom he coached tennis wrote, 'He recognized the best in people and supported everyone fully. 
This made it not only a pleasure to play, but also created a desire in us to practice more to 
improve our game, not only for ourselves, but for him'.  
 
And Grant Nupen, a colleague and former Headmaster of St. Alban's and now Head of Bishop's 
in Cape Town, wrote, 'Trevor had a knowledge of people and a care of them that are the very 
foundations upon which great schools are built. Trevor was such a man and one who carried his 
responsibility with great humility'."  
 
"No matter what else Trevor was" continued David - "and he was many things; husband, father, 
fine sportsman, academic, lay minister in the Church - he was par excellance a schoolmaster, not 
a teacher, not a lecturer, not an instructor or a coach in the first instance. He was someone who 
devoted his all to enable the whole person for whom he was given the responsibility of education 
to flourish.  
 
One of his students says, 'He gave anyone who wanted to the opportunity to try and enjoy a 
game of tennis. He was always encouraging and yet never overbearing, ensuring that tennis 
(however seriously we took it) remained a game to be enjoyed'.  



 
Another of his students alludes to Trevor's sense of humour and rather finely tuned appreciation 
of the ridiculous so vital in the make-up of any schoolmaster who wishes to remain sane and 
human. He tells the story of Trevor waking up his very sleepy Friday afternoon class one 
midsummer day by bellowing at them to ensure that they were all attention as the Headmaster 
walked in with a message. Immediately the Head left, Trevor chuckled and said 'OK, you can go 
back to sleep now!' while he carried on reading in what the student describes as a 'reassuring 
voice!'. That same student comments on how that kind of understanding humanity earned the 
deep respect of all his students".  
 
On the sports fields Trevor excelled in athletics, cross country and tennis. He represented 
Rhodes University and got Border colours for cross country. He was also an avid squash 
enthusiast, which unfortunately had to be put aside once he had a back operation in 1985. The 
operation however did not put an end to his tennis career and he joined the Veterans Tennis 
Association where he spent many a long and enjoyable day thrashing it out with his fellow 
competitors. 
Trevor won many singles and doubles titles during his stint with vets tennis. He also represented 
Northern Transvaal and then Gauteng North in many an Inter Provincial.  
His one ambition was to represent veterans tennis and his country internationally. This he 
achieved in September 2004 when he went to Philadelphia USA and participated in the 
International Tennis Federation's 'Von Cramm Cup' where he played at number 2 singles. 
 
A gentleman of note, quiet and unassuming, yet always ready for a good laugh. Trevor will be 
sorely missed by the veterans fraternity and it will take a long long time to fill the gap that he has 
left behind.  
 
To your family our heartfelt sympathies and may you rest in peace.  
 
Our thanks to: 
Father David Swanepoel who has allowed us extracts from his Eulogy.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SIDNEY MULLER 
5 - 6 - 1935 - 2 - 5 - 2004 
 
Tennis was Sidney se lewe. Hy het daagliks afrigting gedoen. 
Menige opponent het klippe gekou op die tennisbaan as hy 
koel en kalm sy valhoutjies slaan. 
 
Daar was nooit 'n SWD Veterane span wat gespeel het sonder 
dat Sidney nie ook daar was en sy kant gebring het nie. 
 
Sy laaste toernooi in Stellenbosch het hy geweldig geniet. Hy 
was Kaptein van die 65+ B span en het elke dag 'n voorbeeld 
gestel deur sy wedstryde te wen. Dit was die eerste wat hy aan 
my vertel het. "Ek het al my wedstryde gewen en is 
onoorwonne in vanjaar se toernooi." Sy span het hom 
waardeer en hy het hulle mooi bymekaar gehou. Hy het dadelik gesê dat Danie Brink volgende 
jaar vir hom 'n ander maat sal moet soek vir die 75+ span. Hy gaan in die 70+ span speel en ook 
die toernooi wen. Ons sal vir Sidney mis op die tennisbaan. Hy het so 'n droë humor gehad 
waaroor 'n mens eers later gelag het.  
 
Eendag het hy weer sy opponent so frustreer en toe hy weer so 'n kaphoutjie slaan haak die 
ander ou af en slaan die bal tot in die naburige skool se gronde. Toe ek met nuwe balle kom toe 
sê Sidney " Jy kan nie nou vir hom nuwe balle gee nie ek moes my diens met ou balle vat."  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

JACK BERRY 
Born 17 December 1929 - Died 21 November 2003 
 
It is with sadness that we record the sudden death of 
Jack Berry. Jack will always be remembered for his 
love of the game of tennis; his commitment to 
transformation of tennis in KwaZulu Natal and his love 
for people around him. 
One of Jack’s goals in life was to receive his provincial 
colours playing tennis for Natal Vets. When this was 
achieved he was so proud of himself and took this 
enthusiasm to Vets tournaments around the Country. 
Jack is the only vet – correction, the only person – that 
we know who had the privilege of flying in the 
Concorde. What a wonderful experience that must 
have been. 
We, the members of vets tennis will always remember 
Jack for his many, many kindnesses. He spent much of his time doing little things to help others – 
just the thought of collecting the tops from the balls cans being one of them. He had every 
tournament referee around South Africa collecting for him. Always ready and willing to help the 



needy. 
Jack will be sorely missed at the tournaments. His wonderful sense of humour at the dreary old 
Workshops and Annual General Meetings. Always in there with a joke and a little Afrikaans – as it 
should be spoken of course – he made us laugh and remember that life was full of wonderful and 
memorable moments. 
To Dot our sincere condolences and we look forward to seeing you at future tournaments. 
Jack – rest in peace in the hands of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

DIETER FELGEN 
Born 6 October 1944 - Died 2 November 2003 
 
Dieter was a man with a passion for the game of 
tennis. Interesting that he only started playing tennis at 
the age of 40 and being a perfectionist practiced 
continually, always striving to improve his game. He 
did the same with skiing starting late in life and really 
loving it and becoming an expert very quickly. It was a 
few days after returning to California after 2 weeks 
skiing in fabulous conditions in Colorado that he was 
suddenly taken ill and had an emergency operation at 
the Eisenhower Medical Center in Rancho Mirage (a 
suburb of Palm Springs, California where Dieter and 
Nikky lived when they were not in South Africa) at the 
end of January. That morning he had played 3 hours of 
tennis and was in top form. It was a terrible shock 
when they diagnosed grade 3C Colon cancer. 
Dieter lived and played his tennis in KwaZulu Natal 



and played all the tournaments around the country. He also represented KwaZulu Natal at Inter 
Provincial level and had many, many friends in the game. 
"It is unbelievable to me that my beloved Dieter is no longer here" said Nikky. "He was my friend; 
husband and lover for more than half my life (23 years) and I cannot imagine life without him". As 
many of us knew, Dieter was fighting a fierce battle with colon cancer. He spent his last 3 months 
in terrible pain which kept him bedridden for most of the time until a second course of radiation 
treatment relieved the pain enough for him to be able to get up with the help of morphine a week 
before he died. This last week was a wonderful time as he was able to eat, go shopping and drive 
the car for short periods again which boosted his moral no end. He even got his racket out and 
was practicing serves on the verandah and checking to see if his strings were still okay. 
Dieter died on Sunday, 2 November of a pulmonary embolism. "He came running into the 
bedroom and told me he was having a heart attack. He sat on the edge of the bed and coughed 
as he had read that that was what you were supposed to do. He then told me to crush an aspirin 
and put it under his tongue, and to call an ambulance - which I did. He sat trying to cough until he 
passed out, never to regain consciousness, fighting till the end". 
He was never aware that the next day he was to be told that there was no hope and that the 
doctors were stopping the chemotherapy. "For this I am truly thankful" said Nikky. "My brave and 
wonderful husband left us full of hope and courage, which is a true reflection of his life". 
"Thank you to all who have shown so much sympathy and kindness during this terrible ordeal". 
Best regards 
Nikky Felgen  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RAYMOND FREDERICK HOFMEESTER 
Born 05 June 1943 - Died 04 May 2003 
 
Ray was born in Boksburg on 5 June 1943. At the age 
of 5 the family moved to Germiston where Ray spent all 
his young life. Gone are the days when the children 
played with mom or dad’s old warped tennis racket, but 
Ray actually won the under 16 club championships at 
Wychwood with just such a racquet. 
Ray married Judy in 1969 and together they had two 
lovely children, Raymond and Stacey. Like any proud 
father he spent many years on court coaching both his 
children who in later years formed part of the Eastern 
Transvaal Junior Squad.  
Ray then joined the Germiston Railway Institute Sports 
Club where he played in the first league team for many 
years and later became Chairman of the tennis section 
When GRI closed down Ray went back to Wychwood 
Tennis Club where he spent many a long and enjoyable 
day on the courts again giving much of his time to 
league teams and the general running of the club – true 
to form he was again elected Chairman, something that 
was in his blood. He was also a member of the 
Bedfordview Country Club. 
Like all dedicated tennis players Ray joined the veterans 
tennis organization and represented Eastern Transvaal 
and then Gauteng East at all Vets Inter Provincial 
Tournaments. He played all the vets tournaments and 
National events which took him all around the country 
from Germiston to Cape Town, to Durban, to Bloemfontein, to Port Elizabeth and East London. 
Ray lived for his tennis. 
In February of 1998 he took over the Gauteng East Veterans Chairmanship from Bob Mark and 
served vets tennis in that capacity until ill health forced him to resign the position in February of 
2002. Ray was also a member of the Germiston City Council Sports Committee. Many years of 
his life were spent organizing for his fellow competitors. 
Ray was a great guy and he will be sorely missed by all those who had the honour of knowing 
him. 
May he rest in peace.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PATRICK JOHN CRAMER  
Born 21 March 1947 - Died 16 April 2003 
 

Patrick was born in Brakpan in 1947. In 1950 his family 
moved to Benoni and it was here that he was a pupil at 
St Dunstan's Primary School (later renamed Benoni 
West), where in those early years he represented his 
school in the first teams of both cricket and tennis. In 
1959 his family moved to Pietermaritzburg where he 
first attended Merchiston School and in later years 
Maritzburg College. At both schools he again excelled 
on the sports fields where he played first team tennis, 
cricket and rugby. It was at this time that he made his 
choice to concentrate all his efforts on a tennis career. 
In 1962 he was chosen as a junior member of the SA 
Davis Cup Squad to play against Norway.  
Patrick represented South Africa at the Orange Bowl in 
Miami in 1963 and 1964. So impressed with his game 
were the tennis scouts that he was offered a tennis 

scholarship at Miami University which, due to military training, he had to put on hold for one year. 
After successfully completing his army training he then spent four years studying and playing 
tennis at Miami University. He was also a regular member of the All American College Team from 
1968-1970. It was during this time that he had a very successful Wimbledon campaign. Patrick 
was also a regular member of the South African Davis Cup side during his early twenties. He was 
inducted into the Miami University Hall of Fame where his picture still hangs. 
He won numerous singles and doubles titles on all surfaces - his most notable wins were over 
Guillermo Vilas and Wimbledon Champions Arthur Ashe and Jan Kodes. 
For 12 years Pat was Director of Tennis at the Everglades Club in West Palm Beach and at 
Fisher Island Miami for 5 years. He finished off his tennis career as Director of the Bath Tennis 
Club Palm Beach. He returned to South Africa in mid 2002. 
Patrick also had a passion for Vets tennis in South Africa. He was a regular participant whenever 
he was visiting the Country. He won many a Vets Provincial tournament as well as the SA 
Nationals. Pat was always a kind and considerate member of Vets tennis and was never never 
late for any scheduled match. He knew what he had to do and then did it. 
Patrick will be sorely missed by all his friends and more especially his tennis friends. Patrick may 
you rest in peace and rest assured that we will always remember you and your happy smiling 
face.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DEREK RUSSELL BRUORTON  
5.11.1928 - 19.2.2003 
 
Derek was educated at St. Andrew's College in Grahamstown 
and represented his school at cricket, hockey and tennis. He 
played cricket for the E.P. Nuffield school side for 3 years and 
was selected for the combined S.A. school side in 1946. 
From St. Andrew's College he proceeded to Wits Medical 
School and while there played cricket for the university for 6 
consecutive years and also represented TVL at provincial level 
in the Currie Cup competition. 
After qualifying he took up a post as Medical Officer on a mine 
on the Copperbelt in N. Rhodesia and subsequently spent 4 
years on the staff of the Elim Mission Hospital in N.TVL 
He moved to Natal in 1963 and practised Industrial Medicine for 
35 years before retiring in 1997. In his retirement he became an 
active Vets. tennis player and represented Natal in his age 
group for several years. 
On Sunday 9th February, while playing social tennis at the 
Hillcrest club he suffered a stroke and passed away on 
Wednesday 19 th Feb. 
He will be sadly missed by his wife Pat, his sons Chris, Mike and Kevin and all his friends.  
 
 
 

 

Daphne Smit  
 
Daphne Smit sterf op Woensdag 22 Januarie 
2003 na 'n ernstige siekbed van vyf 
maande.Sy was 'n uit- stekende kok en 'n puik 
brugspeler. Tipies van haar veggees en 
deursettingsvermoe trakteer sy agt van haar 
vriende op 'n heerlike ete tien dae voor haar 
dood. Met haar wakker brein is sy 'n 
gewaardeerde lid van 'n brug-viertal die 
middag voor sy die aand vir die laaste keer in 
die hospitaal opgeneem is. Daphne kon altyd 
deur die spreekwoordelike ring getrek word. 
Sy was vriendelik, maar tog sterk, baie 
entoesiasties oor haar tennis en 'n gereelde lid 
van Gauteng Noord se Veterane 
Tennisspanne. Haar raad aan haar vriende 

tydens haar siekte was: Speel tennis met oorgawe, want julle weet nooit wanneer die tyd 
daarvoor verby sal wees nie! Ons gaan jou mis!  
 
 
Sincere and heartfelt condolences to Tina Locke, Petro Kruger, Antjie Erasmus and Esme 
Aucamp on the sad loss of their mothers. Rest assured that we will all be thinking of you during 
this sad time. 
 
 
 



Lexie Mothabela  
12 February 1940 - 05 August 2002-09-06 
Magig feet made it to every game 
 
Former soccer, tennis and athletics star and Atteridgeville Bakery Manager, Sello Goodenough 
Mothabela (62), better known as Lexie, was found dead in his car in their garage by his wife 
Mpho. Born in Marabastad, he attended the local TP Mohabathe Primary School, where his talent 
in athletics and soccer was first spotted.  
 
He went on to Hofmeyer High, where he received his junior certificate before he found work as a 
Machine Operator in the Atteridgeville City Council's finance department. After working there for a 
few years, he joined Nestlé South Africa as a Trainee Sales Representative. He moved to the 
Pretoria branch of South Africa Druggist and had his last stint as a sales representative at Epic 
Oil Mills. 
 
Fondly known as 'Magic Feet' for his football prowess, he became one of the deadliest strikers for 
Pretoria Spar Sporting. Itching for more top-flight football, he left Sporting to try his luck at Black 
Pirates, then South Africa's top soccer club in the black football league. His football career came 
to an end at Moroka Swallows Big 15. His talents were not only confined to football. He was 
Northern Transvaal's 100 and 200 yards champion in the 1960's. 
 
After he hung up his soccer boots, he poured himself body and soul into tennis. During the late 
1990' he was selected as Vice President of Gauteng North Tennis Association and during 2000 
was selected as Board Member of the South African Tennis Association. Lexie was known as the 
obittlemen of the game. His contribution to the sport is irreplacable. 
 
He was also an accomplished ballroom dancer. When he was young, he drew women with his 
good looks, debonair dress sense and well-developed physique. He was voted the Best Dressed 
Man in the country during the 1980's after winning the coveted Men International Award. His 
prizes included a trip to London. 
 
He was also appealing because he had a quiet and unassuming nature. Never given to boasting 
about his exploits on the field, he was good company and there was never a dull moment when 
he was around. 
 
He is survived by his wife Mpho, sister, four daughters, son and six grand children. May his soul 
rest in peace.  
 
Lexie was a member of the Gauteng North Veterans Committee for many years. He served his 
fellow vets in a kind and obittle manner and he will be missed by all who had the honour of 
knowing him. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Judy Bamford  
13 March 1937-21 August 2002 
Eulogy from her best friend Kathy Nevay: 
I think we all know what it is like to play your heart out and yet still lose. Judy Bamford must have 
had this feeling when she passed away on Wednesday, 21 August 2002. 
 
A loyal member of Northmead Tennis Club in Benoni for many years. Judy was chosen to play 
Vets for Gauteng East in Nelspruit, Cape Town and Bloemfontein, where she gave of her best. 
After Bloemfontein the cancer was detected and she fought through all medical treatment known - 
getting back onto the court whenever she could. 
 
We will always remember Judy for her lovely smile and consideration for others before herself. 
Rest in peace Judes. 
 
Judy was a lovely lady and will be sorely missed by all her fellow vets. Our thoughts are with her 
family and friends in this time of need. 
 
 
 

ROBERT JAMES TAYLOR 
05/02/1965 - 17/04/2002 
 
Rob Taylor was born in Queenstown and completed his 
whole school career at Queen's College where he 
excelled academically and represented the school at 
tennis, hockey, athletics, debating and chess. 
 
He attended Rhodes University where he successfully 
completed a B.Sc. degree and an HDE diploma in 1987. 
He represented the University at tennis and was the club 
captain for the last two years of his varsity career. It was 
on the tennis court that he met his future wife, Cindy 
King. 
 
After graduation he completed his military training as an 
officer and during this period was seconded to teach 
Science at his alma mater. From there he gained 
promotion as a Head of Department at the Queenstown 
Girls' High School where he continued with his coaching 
of tennis and hockey. 
 
Rob represented Southern Cape and Border at the 
Provincial Country Districts Hockey Tournaments and was also a member of the Border Vets 
tennis team two years ago in Nelspruit. 
 
At the time of his death in a tragic motor accident, he was Vice Principal at Selborne College in 
East London, where his outstanding qualities of leadership, dedication, loyalty, friendliness and 
integrity were recognized and respected by colleagues, scholars and parents. 
 
He leaves his wife Cindy and their three children, Byron, Bianca and Astrid. His zest for life, 
energy and enthusiasm will be sorely missed. 
 
 
 



MICHAEL KEMPEN  
26/10/1950 - 29/03/2002 

 
Eulogy from Andre van der Merwe  
 

To use one of Mike's sayings "He was no nine to five guy". 
Mike was unique in every way. Where Mike was there was 
happiness, laughter, crisp cherps and inventive sayings, 
but most of all he radiated kindness. He gave people 
special nick-names - he could be spontaneous, outrageous 
and naughty, but always in the most charming way. Mike 
was always Mike and that is what his friends appreciated 
so. 
 
Mike's pleasures were simple …….. a perfect day in Africa, 
a good racket, a nice pair of Nike tennis shoes, new tennis 
balls, an ice cold beer, a braai, a Sunday afternoon nap 
and a good haircut. 
 
Mike - a provincial player and club champion with a mean 
backhand slice, always made time for social tennis …. he 
gave his best and gave of himself to all those around him. 
Memories of Mike will live on for me, South West Country 
Club and all the tennis circles forever. 
 
Mike was loved and loved the love from his friends. He had 

many friends and even more BEST friends. Thank you, Mike, my best friend, my sparring partner, 
my opponent, my teammate. You won't be MATCHED !!!  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Derrick Wright 
1929-2002 
 
Derrick was a true sportsman at heart, loving and 
participating in most sports (with the exception of bowls 
and golf). From an early age his father coached him at 
tennis and club players were often disconcerted to find a 
very young Derrick partnering his mother in mixed events. 
 
He went from Natal Schools soccer, cricket and table 
tennis, to University Blues for baseball and tennis. During 
3 years in the UK he took up squash as the weather in 
Manchester was not conducive to tennis. This stood him 
in good stead for playing squash for Natal, Rhodesia and 
finally Transvaal. In the UK he became the Lancashire 
Tennis Champion beating the present Wimbledon 
Referee, Alan Mills, which did not go down at all well - a 
South African beating a local lad. Derrick played in the 
Men's Doubles event at Wimbledon in 1955. 
 
Since those early years he was Chairman of the IC, at the 
same time holding the same position on the SA Vets 
Squash. He so enjoyed the many overseas tours 
representing the IC and SA Vets. 
 
During the last few years he turned to his children and grand-children for his sporting enjoyment - 
always ready to encourage and advise, and of course, those hours spent with his tennis schools 
both at Wanderers and Sturrock Park. He died playing tennis with Stan, Hannes and Kees, but 
who could deny him that pleasure, although it devastated his family and friends. 
 
Derrick's mottos in life were "if a thing is worth doing it's worth doing well" and "there's no time 
like the present". He carried everything through to the end to the best of his ability. These maxims 
he stuck to in his career as a mechanical engineer, sportsman and a family man. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

BABS STEYN 
Born 18 January 1929 - Died 14 February 2002 
 

Upon receipt of the message to please 'phone Piewie I 
knew in my heart that Babs had passed away. " I thank 
God that her suffering, especially the last six year's, has 
come to an end and that she now can rest in peace" 
said Piewie. 
 
Babs married Piewie in 1953 at which time she had not 
played any tennis. At school she excelled on the hockey 
field. Babs started her tennis career when she joined the 
Koppies Tennis Club. She was a stalwart member of the 

club until they retired to the coast 5 years ago when a 45 year tennis friendship with Iris 
TerreBlanche was put on hold 
 
. Babs and Piewie joined the Uvongo Tennis Club on arrival at the coast where she played 
whenever she had enough strength for a set or two. She played her last game of tennis 3 weeks 
before her death. Babs played for the love of the game, she disliked deliberate wrong calls and 
would call what she knew, not what she thought. Win or lose there were no grudges, no ill 
feelings. She represented South African Veterans internationally and was part of the 65+ ladies 
team who toured Austria in 1996 with Twinx Rogers and Gloria Larkan. 
 
Although not an active member during the six year's that Bab's fought her cancer they were 
constantly in touch and kept up to date with all proceedings. Piewie was also a silent member 
during these year's but hopefully will now return to the family of tennis players. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SHIRLEY BARBARA STEWART (Nee Chater)  
Born 3 December 1947 - Died 12 January 2002 
 
The death of Shirley on Saturday 12 January 2002 
was indeed a shock to the veterans world. Anyone 
and everyone knew Shirley, not only Shirley the 
player, but Shirley the administrator as well. Many a 
long day and night were spent at her desk, telephone 
in hand getting her province sorted out. The picking 
of teams; the arranging of accommodation and then 
the support given to those teams during playing 
sessions - always very happy to receive the trophies 
that were won by KZN from time to time. 
 
As mentioned by Johann van Loggerenberg we 
would all like to thank Rae for sharing Shirley with us. 
Heaven knows it can be a real strain on the family - 
every time the 'phone rings - it's tennis. Meetings at 
home, dinners at home - you name it and it happens 
at home. Very fortunately Rae is also very involved 
on the financial side of KZN vets tennis - so he was 
able to understand the tremendous call on Shirley's 
time. 
 
Shirley was born in Scottburgh along the South 
Coast of Natal and at age 9 moved with her family to Swaziland where she was a pupil at St 
Marks in Mbabane. Shirley captained the athletics, hockey, swimming and tennis teams; was 
Vice Head-Girl and matriculated in 1964. In 1965 she moved to Durban where she completed a 
Secretarial course at the Natal Technical College. 
 
Rae and Shirley were married on 27 July 1968 and almost to the day one year later their first son 
Errol was born; and then came Clive two years later on 9 June 1971. 
 
Shirley had a long list of sporting achievements amongst them Natal under 21 hockey; captained 
Natal "A" hockey (1975-1979) winning the Inter Provincial Tournament in 1979; Represented 
South Africa at hockey 1977-1979. Played tennis at Cowies Hill Tennis Club where she won the 
ladies singles title for 25 consecutive years (1972-1996). Represented South African Veterans 
internationally in 1997 with Petro Kruger, Marietjie Viljoen and Greta Delport. The team finished in 
5th position in the ITF TeamCompetition. 
 
Errol Stewart, Rae and Shirley's first born, plays cricket for KwaZulu Natal. He is a fine talent and 
keeps wicket and wields the bat to full advantage. How proud Shirley must have been when Errol 
hit a glowing 53 runs to help KwaZulu Natal to victory in the Curry Cup final against Western 
Province. 
 
Affectionately known as "twinkle toes" Shirley will be sorely missed at all levels of the game and 
administration thereof. 
 
A collage of photographs with her tennis friends at various tournaments and IPT's.  



 
 
 

 


